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Tel.  (0039)0352052760
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Present Position 

Full Professor of Sociology since May 2006, Department of Letters, Philosophy, Communication, University of Bergamo.

Professor, Graduate School, Human Sciences and Welfare Innovation, University of Bergamo.
Member of the Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction. 
Member of the International Society for the Sociology of Religion
Education: 
1978-82 Liceo Classico  

1982-87 Faculty of Political Sciences, Turin University 

24-11-1987 Degree in Political Science (110/110 magna cum laude) 

1991-94 Doctoral program in Political Science 

June 1994: PhD in Political Science. Florence University 

Fellowships: 
1991-94 Student fellowship for Doctoral Program 

1995-1996 Post-Doctoral Fellowship, Dept. Of Social Science, University of Turin


Summer 1999 Visiting Fellowship, Center for Immigration Studies, University of Warwick (UK). 

1999-2000 Research Fellowship, Dept. Social Science, University of Torino. 

Summer 2002 Visiting Scholar, Goldsmith College London (UK).

Summer 2003 Visiting Scholar, Trent Palliative Care Center, University of Sheffield (UK).

Summer 2004 Visiting Scholar, Department of Sociology, Northwestern University Chicago (USA)

Summer 2006 Visiting Scholar, Department of Communication and Information Science, University of South Florida, Tampa (USA).
Autumn 2008 Visiting Scholar, Department of Sociology, University of California Los Angeles.
Spring 2009 Visiting Scholar, Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences, University of California San Francisco

Winter 2011 Visiting Scholar, School of Social Sciences, Nottingham Trent University

Winter 2011 Visiting Scholar, Department of Sociology, University of California Los Angeles
Winter Spring 2019 Visiting Scholar, Departamento de ciências sociais, Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro. 

Spring Summer 2019 Visiting Scholar, Centro de Estudios Laborales y Sociales (CEIL) of CONICET, Buenos Aires.

Fall 2019 Visiting Scholar, Centro de Estudios Laborales y Sociales (CEIL) del CONICET, Buenos Aires.

Fall 2019 Visiting Scholar, Department of Sociology – Univerzita Karlova, Prague (Czech Republic).
Summer 2022 Visiting Scholar, Centro de Estudios Laborales y Sociales (CEIL) of CONICET, Buenos Aires and Departamento de Sociologia, Universidad de Chile, Santiago de Chile.

Summer 2023 Visiting Scholar, Colegio de Mexico, Ciudad de Mexico. 
Spring 2024 Visiting Scholar, Northwestern University
Past Positions : 
1990-1995 Researcher and advisory staff of Fondazione Rosselli, Torino.

1995           Researcher of Fondazione Agnelli.

1996-1998 Temporary teaching position, University of Turin, Department of Sociology, Social Worker School,  Sociology of Organizations. 

1996-2000. Temporary teaching position, University of Turin, School of Business Administration, Sociology  (General Sociology).

2000-2001 Temporary teaching position, University of Turin, Faculty of Political Sciences, Sociology of Organizations. 

2000-2002 Assistant Professor of Sociology, Department of Social Sciences, University of Turin. 

2002-2003 Temporary teaching position, University Of Trento, Department of Sociology, Sociology of Work.

2003 Temporary teaching position, Master of «Tanatology», Department of Psychology, University of Bologna, Sociology of Death and Dying.

2002-2006 Associate Professor of Sociology, Department of Language, Communication and Cultural Studies, University of Bergamo.

2005-2007, Temporary teaching position, Master of «Strategy and Management of Health Care Organizations, University of Ancona.

2006-2007 Temporary Teaching Position, Master of «Organization and Management of Hospice care», University of Bologna.

2003-2008 Deputy Head of the Department of Language, Communication and Cultural Studies, University of Bergamo.

2007-2009 Professor, Graduate School of Methodology of Social Sciences, University of Florence
2008-2010 Department Chair of Language, Communication and Cultural Studies, University of Bergamo.

2009-2013 Professor, Graduate School of Applied Sociology and Methodology of Social Research, University of Milano-Bicocca
2013-2017 Professor, Graduate School of Sociology and Social Research, University of Trento.

Journals 
2004-2006 Editorial Board of «Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia»

Since 2007 Member of the  Editorial Board of «Etnografia e ricerca qualitativa» 

Peer Reviewer for Sociology of Health and Illness, Journal of Contemporary Ethinography, Symbolic Interaction, Qualitative Research, Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, International Journal of Social Research Methodology, Medicine Anthtopology Theory, Critical Research on Religion, SociologieS Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia, Salute e Società and other scientific journals. 
Books in English
2025 Sexuality and the Catholic Priesthood: the ‘Chaste’ Caste, London, Routledge. 
Essays in English
2007 Informed consent, deception and research freedom in qualitative research: A cross-cultural comparison, «Qualitative Inquiry», 3, 417-436. 

2009a Constructing the Self in a World of Suffering: Nursing Work in Italian Oncology, in Rotar M. e Sozzi M. (eds) «Proceeding of Dying and Death in 18th-21th centuries Europe Conference, first edition, Alba Iulia 5th-7th of September 2008», Cluj Napoca (Romania), Accent.

2009b, Lies and Pain: Patients and Caregivers in the ‘Conspiracy Of Silence’, «Journal of Loss and Trauma», 1, 57-81. 

2009c, Old concepts and new paradigms: biomedicalization in Italy. A comment on Clarke and Shim, «Salute e Società», 2. 

2009d, «Secret and Lies», (Not) telling bad news in Italian Oncology in «Bulletin of Transilvania University of Brasov», 2, 22-30.

2012, Informed Consent in Gubrium J., Holstein J., Marvasti A., Mc Kinney Marvasti K., Handbook of Interview Research (2nd editon), London, Sage, 443-456.

2012 Ethics and Social Conflict: A Framework for Social Research in Love K. (a cura di) Ethics in Social Research, Emerald Books (Series Title: Studies in Qualitative Methodology), 73-90.

2013 (with Enzo Pace) The many faces of Italian Catholicism in the twenty-first century, «Social Compass», 299-301.  

2013, The ‘sectarian’ Church. Catholicism in Italy since John Paul II, «Social Compass», 60 (3), 302-314.

2014 Uncomfortable Truths, Ethics and Qualitative Research: How to Escape from the Dominance of Informed Consent, in Will Van De Hoonard and Ann Hamilton, Ethics Rupture: Alternatives to Formal and Informal Research Ethics Review, University of Toronto Press., 106-118.

2018 The ethics of covert ethnographic research, in The Palgrave Handbook of Ethics in Critical Research (399-413). Palgrave Macmillan, Cham.
2018 Covert research in Encyclopaedia of Business and Professional Ethics, Springer.
2018 The Ethical Regulation of Social Research from a Global Perspective: An Analysis of the Italian Situation, in The Study of Organizations and Human Resources Management Quarterly: 31-40.
2020 The Catholic Church and the challenge of the pandemic, in Etnografia e Ricerca Qualitativa, 13(2), 268-277. 

2021 (with Alina Pop), The Roots of Autobiographical Storytelling: An Analysis of the Confessions of Jean-Jacques Rousseau from the Symbolic Interactionist Perspective, in Studies in Symbolic Interaction, 53.
2021 Covert Research Ethics. In Iphofen R. and O'Mathuna D., Ethical Issues in Covert, Security and Surveillance Research, Emerald Publishing Limited, 41-53.
2022 Power: A radical view. An original and controversial view of power in Quaderni di Sociologia, 3, 67-73.

2023 Sociology and the New Ethics Disorder, in Van den Hoonard W., Going Beyond the Ethics Disorder in the Social Sciences, University of Alberta Press.
2023 Writing Ethnographies: The Role of Narrative, in Sociologia Italiana, 23, pp. 13-22.

2024 Celibacy and sexual abuse: is there a link?. Cambio. Rivista sulle Trasformazioni Sociali.
2025 A complicated but not impossible marriage: critical theory and symbolic interactionism, in Blasko A,, Muller T., Psaroudakis I, and Smith G.  “Symbolic Interaction in Europe: A Decade of the European SSSI”, Pisa University Press, pp.161-176.
2026 (forthcoming) Clerical abuse and institutional complicity: what the Rupnik case teaches us, in Haker H., Garbers S.W. and Da Silva Montero S., “Entangled Responsibility”, Fordham University Press.
Main Pubblications in Italian: Books 
1996
Il cattolico e il suo doppio. Organizzazioni religiose e Democrazia Cristiana nell’Italia del dopoguerra, Milano, Franco Angeli. 
2000 (with R. Albano, eds.) L’organizzazione del servizio sociale. Strumenti di analisi e proposte operative, Milano, Franco Angeli (ed. with R. Albano). 

2004 Scene finali. Morire di cancro in Italia, Bologna, Il Mulino.

2006 Etnografia e ricerca sociale, Bari-Roma, Laterza.

2008 Cattolicesimo magico. Un’inchiesta etnografica, Milano, Bompiani.

2009 (ed.), Il pensiero organizzativo in Italia. Studi per Giuseppe Bonazzi, Milano, Franco Ang

2012 Quel che resta dei cattolici. Inchiesta sulla crisi della Chiesa in Italia, Milano, Feltrinelli.

2013 (with Nadia Urbinati) Missione impossibile. La riconquista cattolica della sfera pubblica), Bologna, Il Mulino. 

2017 (with Nadia Urbinati) La società orizzontale. Liberi senza padri, Milano, Feltrinelli.

2018 La chiesa immobile. Francesco e la mancata riforma, Bari-Roma, Laterza. 

Also translated into German with the title Die unbewegliche Kirche: Franziskus und die verhinderte Revolution, Herder, 2019.

2021 La casta dei casti. I preti, il sesso, l’amore, Milano, Bompiani.
Also tranlated into a) French with the title La caste des chastes - Les prêtres, le sexe et l'amour, Paris, Philippe Rey; b) Polish with the title Kasta nieskazitelnych. Księża, seks, miłość, Czarna Owca; c) Portoguese with the title Casta dos Castos (Livros Zigurate) d) English (Routledge) and e) Spanish (Malpaso).
2024 Sociologia del potere, Bologna, Il Mulino.
Main Essays in Italian
1988
La moderna teoria dei sistemi e la scienza politica, “Quaderni dell’Istituto di Sociologia Internazionale di Gorizia (ISIG)”, n.88-4.

1995
Movimenti religiosi e azione politica: un confronto tra l’Azione Cattolica e Comunione Liberazione, “Quaderni di Scienza Politica”, II, n.3, 371-436. 

1997 Sulla pluralità dei paradigmi organizzativi, “Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia”, XXXVIII, n.2, 293-303. 

1998 Etnografia della Lega Nord: partecipazione e linguaggio politico in quattro sezioni piemontesi, “Quaderni di Sociologia”, 17, 165-196. 

1999 Decostruire l’etnografia? Tra limiti della tradizione e rischi della sperimentazione, “Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia”, 4, 567-603. 

2000 Di ritorno da Cornerville: quante verità sulla Street Corner Society, Introduction in Whyte W.F., Street Corner Society (selected essays) ed. Marco Marzano, Libreria Stampatori, Torino, pag. IX-XXXVI. 

2000 Alla ricerca del senso. Etnometodologia e analisi organizzativa: un incontro felice? in Albano R. e Marzano M. (eds.),  L’organizzazione del lavoro sociale. Strumenti di analisi e proposte operative, Milano, Franco Angeli, 60-107. 

2001a Presentazione (guest editor),  “Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia”, 2, 171-172.

2001b L’etnografo allo specchio: racconti dal campo e forme di riflessività, “Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia”, 2, 257-282

2002, La medicina, la morte e la modernità: un’analisi sociologica, “Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia”, 2, 267-294

2003 “Insieme fino alla fine”: le cure palliative e il morire di malattia, «Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia», 2, 291-302.
2003, Ancora separati? Una sorta di manifesto per un matrimonio molto atteso. Antropologia e sociologia nel nuovo millennio. “ Sociologia del Lavoro”, 3.

2004a Art or Science? I dilemmi della ricerca qualitativa, «Quaderni di Sociologia» (2), 131-136.

2004b Problemi etici nella ricerca sociale sui malati terminali: consenso informato, comitati etici e differenze culturali, «Sociologia e Ricerca Sociale», 75, 157-174.

2005 Gli equivoci della razionalità: l'ospedale tra passato e futuro, in Razionalità, razionamento, razionalizzazione, «I quaderni di Janus», Zadigroma, Roma, 2006, 55-62. 

2007a (with Mario Cardano) Presentazione e cura del numero monografico della «Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia» (1, 2007), Salute e Malattia. 

2007b (with Virginia Romano) «Io voglio essere come prima». Cronicità e normalità nei racconti dei malati di cancro, «Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia», 1, 57-90. 

2008a "Nulla è impossibile a Dio". Fenomenologia di un rituale di guarigione in un'organizzazione carismatica cattolica, «Etnografia e ricerca qualitativa», 1, 65-90 

2008b Una nuova rivista (With Dal Lago A., Fele G. and Giglioli .P.P.), «Etnografia e ricerca qualitativa», 1, 3-8.  

2008c Malattie croniche ed effetti socio-relazionali, «Salute e società», 3, 2008.  

2009c Giuseppe Bonazzi, il pensiero organizzativo e i sentieri interrotti, in Marzano M. (ed.), Il pensiero organizzativo in Italia. Studi per Giuseppe Bonazzi, Milano, Franco Angeli, 7-18.
2009d Vecchi concetti e nuovi paradigmi:  la biomedicalizzazione in Italia. Un commento a  Clarke e Shim, in «Salute e Società», 2. 
2010 Rimozione della morte ed eclissi della fede. Una riflessione su religione e spiritualità, in Vivere la morte attraverso la spiritualità, Edizioni Risma, Pordenone, 18-27.
2010c La chiesa settaria, in «Micromega», 8, 114-127.

2012 La valanga carismatica, in Nano P. e Salvarani B. (eds.), Muro di vetro. Secondo rapporto sull’Italia delle religioni, Bologna, EMI, 324-334. 

2012 Ethics and Social Conflict: A Framework for Social Research in Love K. (a cura di) Ethics in Social Research, Emerald Books (Series Title: Studies in Qualitative Methodology), 73-90.
2012 Religiosità spirituale e pensiero magico, in Castegnaro A. e Sartorio U., Toccare il divino. Lo strano caso del pellegrinaggio antoniano, Padova, Edizioni Messaggero,29-35.

2013 “La simpatia non è sempre un dovere”. Il conflitto sociale nella ricerca qualitativa, in R Cipriani, C. Cipolla, G. Losacco (a cura di), La ricerca qualitativa fra tecniche tradizionali ed E-methods, Milano, Franco Angeli, 172-189 .

2014 Il “socialismo invisibile” nella società degli individui, «Parole chiave», 2, 127-138.
2015 Cattolici e politica in Italia: è proprio vero che è cambiato tutto? In P. Naso e B. Salvarani (a cura di), I ponti di Babele. Cantieri, progetti e criticità nell’Italia delle religioni, 69-81

2016 Rivoluzione o continuità? Una lettura sociologica del papato di Francesco, in «Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia», 4/2016, 643-664.

2018 Morire a Yaoundé. Un racconto etnografico, in Etnografia e Ricerca Qualitativa, 2, 165-174.
2018 La costruzione della star “Francesco”, Micromega, 19-30.
2020 Una chiesa carismatica, personale e televisiva. Il cattolicesimo dopo il lockdown, Micromega,  199-211.

2021 Le istituzioni dinanzi alle sfide del cambiamento: il caso della Chiesa Cattolica, Rassegna Italiana di Sociologia, 105-132.
2022 Gli abusi clericali nel cattolicesimo: uno sguardo sistemico, in Benadusi R e Lagioia V. In segreto. Crimini sessuali e clero tra età moderna e contemporanea, Bologna, Mimesis, pp. 191-217.

2022 (con Sonia Pozzi), Il confine più grande: credenze nell’aldilà e relazione coi defunti, in Colombo A., La morte e il morire in Italia. Atteggiamenti, comportamenti, credenze, rituali, Bologna, Il Mulino.

2022 Attraversare i confini come vocazione: uno sguardo autobiografico, in. SOCIETÀMUTAMENTOPOLITICA, 13(25), pp. 149-152.

Presentations at International Conferences and Seminars
September 2003, Ethical issues in social research on the terminally ill: a comparison between Italian and Anglosaxon experiences, European Sociological Association Conference, Murcia (Spain).
May 2005 Toward Ethical Globalization? Freedom of Research and Moral Constraints in Qualitative Research, First Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, University of Illinois, Champaign (USA).

September 2005 Negotiations in a closed awareness context: dying of cancer in Italy, BSA Medical Sociology Group Annual Conference, York (UK).
May 2006 An Unbeliever in the Salvation Industry, Second Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, University of Illinois, University of Illinois, Champaign (USA).
September 2008 (Invited Speaker) Nursing Work in Italian Oncology, Dying and Death in 18th-21th centuries Europe Conference, Alba Iulia (Romania). 

May 2009 (with Domenico Perrotta) Midwife’s Knowledge and Medical Knowledge in the Childbirth, Fifth Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, University of Illinois, Champaign (USA).
December 2009 (Invited Speaker), The “sectarian” Church. Catholicism in Italy after John Paul II, Religion, Spirituality and Everyday Practice, Associazione Italiana di Sociologia and Association for the Sociology of Religion, Assisi (Italy).

April 2011 (Invited Speaker), Crisis of Clericalism and Triumph of Sects: The Catholic Church in the Twenty-first Century, The Condition of Laïcité and Secularisation in the Contemporary World, Anadolu University of Eskisehir, Eskisehir (Turkey).

July 2011 (with Robert Dingwall), Must social research ethics be regulated? Alternatives to informed consent, Everyday Life, Social Control and Ethnography, Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction, Kassel (Germany).
August 2011 (Invited Speaker), On the Ruins of an Old World: Interactionism, Crisis, and Revival in Italian Sociology, Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction Annual Meeting.  Invited Panel: International Contributions to Symbolic Interactionism, Las Vegas (USA).
October 2012 (Invited Speaker), A death trap: Qualitative sociology in the tentacles of ethical regulations, Ethics Rupture: An Invitational Summit about Alternatives to Research-Ethics Review, University of New Brunswick and St. Thomas University, Fredericton (Canada).
November 2013 (Invited Speaker) The Social Scientist as parrhesiastes: a foucaldian approach to social research methodology, International Colloquium on Social Sciences and Communication, Brasov (Romania).
June 2017 European Academy of Religion (Panel: Challenges for the New Papacy of Francis. The Turn of Sociology), Bologna (Italy). 

August 2017 The ‘Investigative Paradigm’ in the 21st Century, Annual Meeting of the Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction The ‘Investigative Paradigm’ in the 21st Century, Montreal (Canada).
December 2017, (Invited Speaker), The victims of the ethical regulation. What we have lost with the rise of a regulatory approach to ethical issues in the social sciences, Ethics Review Boards in Social Sciences Research: Past, Present and Future, Research workshop of the Israel science foundation, University of Haifa (Israel).
May 2018, Ethics and Power: An Ignored Relationship, Qualitative Analysis Conference, Fredericton (Canada). 

August 2018 Communicating with the Dead in Italy: An Empirical Research, The Roots and Branches of Interpretive Sociology: Cultural, Pragmatist, and Psychosocial Approaches, 2018 Conference, Philadelphia (USA). 
May 2019 The “Ethical” covert research, International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry, 2019 Conference, University of Illinois, Champaign (USA).

July 2019 The odd alliance: how mass-media created the pope star, The Politics of Religion and Spirituality, International Society for the Sociology of Religion 2018 Conference, Barcellona (Spain).
September 2019, (Invited Speaker), Quale futuro per... la religione, Paris, Istituto Italiano di Cultura.
November 2019 Mesa sobre el Papa Francisco (Invited Speaker), Religiones y espacio publico. Desafios e interpelaciones a las democracias contemporaneas, Conicet-CEIL, Buenos Aires (Argentina). 
December 2020 The sad disappearance of covert research (Invited Speaker), Public lecture, Roskilde University (Denmark). 

December 2021 ‘The Ethics of Covert Ethnographic Research, (Invited Speaker), ’Public lecture, Roskilde University (Denmark).
September 2022 Afectividad, amor y sexualidad en actores espirituales y religiosos (Invited Speaker), Ceil-Conicet, Buenos Aires (Argentina).
September 2022 El debate ético sobre la investigaciòn encubierta en la ciencias sociales (Invited Speaker), University of Buenos Aires, Buenos Aires (Argentina). 
September 2022 Redes interorganizacionales y poder en tiempos de crisis (Invited Speaker), University of Buenos Aires, Buenos Aires (Argentina).
September 2022 The Revival of Investigative Social Research. Past and future of a controversial method (Invited Speaker), Public lecture, Universidad de Chile, Santiago de Chile (Chile).

September 2023, (Invited Speaker), The Sacred Hypocrisy. Sex and Love in Catholic Clerical Life, Universidad De Guadalajara (Mexico).
November 2023, (Invited Speaker), The Sacred Hypocrisy. Sex and love in Catholic Clerical life, Colloque de recherche de l'ISSR, University of Losanna (Switerland).

May 2024, (Invited Speaker), Sex and Love in the lives of Catholic priests: an ethnographic gaze, Evanston (Illinois. USA), Ethnography Workshop, Northwestern University. 
June 2025, (Invited Speaker), Ethics of Investigative Research, Public Affair Research Institute (PARI), Johannesburg (South Africa).
